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MAINE 

COUNTY 
PERCENT OF STATE 

TOTAL RECEIPTS MILLION $ 

1. Aroostook 26.1 121.2 

2. Androscoggin 20.8 96.6 

3. Washington 8.90 41.3 

4. Kennebec 6.50 30.2 

5. Penobscot 6.20 29.0 

State total  463.6 
 

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

COUNTY 
PERCENT OF STATE 

TOTAL RECEIPTS MILLION $ 

1. Merrimack 28.4 41.2 

2. Grafton 13.7 19.8 

3. Rockingham 11.7 17.0 

4. Hillsborough 10.2 14.8 

5. Cheshire 8.50 12.3 

State total 72.5 144.8 
 

NEW YORK 

COUNTY 
PERCENT OF STATE 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 
MILLION $ 

1. Suffolk 6.5 201.2 

2. Wyoming 5.7 178.0 

3. Cayuga 4.1 128.0 

4. Genesee 4.0 124.9 

5. Wayne 3.3 103.9 

State total  3,117.80 
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VERMONT 

COUNTY 
PERCENT OF STATE 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 
MILLION $ 

1. Franklin 24.4 115.4 

2. Addison 22.4 105.9 

3. Orleans 12.1 57.3 

4. Orange 6.8 32 

5. Chittenden 5.9 28.1 

State total  473.1 
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Best Practice: Washington State 

Local Farms - Healthy Kids (HB 2798 / SB 6483) 
“Local Farms – Healthy Kids establishes Washington as a national leader in promoting local 
food policy.  Governor Gregoire signed it into law on March 27, 2008. 
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By increasing the amount of Washington-grown food consumed through our schools, food banks 
and farmers markets, this bill will help keep working farms working and promote new awareness 
of how our food choices affect our health, communities, and the environment.  Increasing 
consumption of food that has been grown and produced locally reduces packaging, refrigeration, 
storage and transportation, requiring less energy and resulting in less waste.  
A broad coalition of environmental, farming, school and public health interests worked together 
to push the effort through. Despite staunch opposition from the Processed Food Industry, the bill 
moved reached final passage largely intact.  Through a series of changes to existing purchasing 
laws and creation of new programs, the Local Farms – Healthy Kids Act is one of the most 
comprehensive and far-reaching efforts in the country to promote state-level local food policy.” 
Source:  www.environmentalpriorities.org/local -farms  
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Northern Forest Sustainable Economy Initiative: Agr icultural Sector Analysis 

Key Informant Interviews    

Conducted by Ann Ruzow Holland, Consultant, Willsbo ro, New York 12996 
February, March and April, 2008 

Interview Date Name Title Agency Phone Email Street  City Sta
2/18/08 1-
2:00PM 

Shanna 
Ratner 

Principal Yellow Wood 
Associates 

802- 524-
6141 

shanna@yellowwood.org 228 N. Main 
Street 

St. Albans VT

3/10/08 1-2PM; 
3/11/08 2-
2:30PM 

Steven 
McGrattan 

Agricultural 
Development 
Specialist 

NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture 
and Markets 

518-457-
7836 

Steve.Mcgrattan@agmkt.state.ny.us  Albany,  NY

3/11/08 4-
4:30PM 

Mark 
Lapping 

Distinguished 
Professor 

Edmund S. 
Muskie 
School of 
Public 
Service, 
University of 
Southern 
Maine 

207-228-
8180 

Lapping@usm.maine.edu 49 Exeter 
Street, PO 
Box 9300 

Portland ME

3/14/08 12:45-
2:00PM 

Richard 
Demark 

Coordinator North 
Country 
RC&D Area 

603-527-
2093 

richard.demark@nh.usda.gov 719 N. Main 
Street Room 
220 

Laconia NH

3/18/08  3-4:00 
PM 

Bob Lewis Chief of Direct 
Marketing 

NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture 
and Markets 

718-722-
2830  Cell: 
718-986-
1228 

    

3/20/08 10-
11:00 AM 

Deborah M. 
Burd 

Executive 
Director 

National 
Campaign for 
Sustainable 
Agriculture 

207-553-
7001 

Deb@sustainableagriculture.net 2 Fish Pier, 
Suite 201 

Portland ME

3/25/2008  9-
10:00AM 

Stephanie 
Gilbert 

Farmland 
Protection 
Specialist 

Maine Dept. 
of 
Agriculture, 
Food & Rural 
Resources 

207-287-
7520  
cell:207- 
557-2036 

stephanie.gilbert@maine.gov 28 State 
House Station 

Augusta ME
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3/25/08 1030-
11:30 

Virginia 
Kasinski 

Director of 
Community 
Based 
Programs 

Glynwood 
Center 

845-265-
3338 x125  

vk@glynwood.org Box 157 Cold Spring NY

3/25/08 2:45-
4:15PM 

Lorraine 
Merrill 

Commissioner New 
Hampshire 
Dept. of 
Agriculture, 
Markets and 
Food 

603-271-
3551  

lmerrill@agr.state.nh.us PO Box 2042 Concord NH

3/26/08 9:30AM Anita 
Deming 

Executive 
Director 

Essex 
County 
Cooperative 
Extension 

518-962-
4810 ex 
409 

ald6@cornell.edu 3 Sisco Street Westport NY

3/27/08 8:30-
9:30AM 

Kathy Ruhf Coordinator The 
Northeast 
Sustainable 
Agriculture 
Working 
Group 

413-323-
9878  

nesawg@nesawg.org P.O. Box 11  
31 Jackson 
Street 

Belchertown 

MA

3/27/08 1:30 -
2:30 PM 

Roger 
Allbee 

Secretary Vermont 
Department 
of 
Agriculture, 
Food and 
Markets 

802-828-
2430 

roger.allbee@state.vt.us 116 State 
Street 

Montpelier VT

3/27/08 3-4:00 
PM 

John Harker Economic 
Development 
Specialist 

Maine Dept. 
of 
Agriculture, 
Food & Rural 
Resources 

cell:207-
557-1516 
P:207-287-
7620 

John.Harker@maine.gov   ME

3/28/08 11:30-
12;30 

Chris 
Poshpect 

General 
Manager 

Deep Root 
Organic 
Cooperative 

802-635-
7616 cell: 
802-730-
4050 

Chris@deeprootorganic.com PO Box 
633  

Johnson VT

3/28/08 2-3:00 
PM 

Mary Ann 
Hayes 

Executive 
Director 

Maine Rural 
Partners 

207-581-
4521 
Cell:207-
735-6260 

maryann@mainerural.org 5784 York 
Village #4 

Orono ME
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3/28/08  3:30-
4:30PM 

Nicole 
Dehne   

 Vt-NOFA 802-864-
3271(cell) 

nicole@nofavt.org PO Box 697  
39 Bridge St, 
2nd Floor 

Richmond 

VT

3/31/08 10:15-
11:15  

Mark Hews  RC&D 
Coordinator 

Threshold 
RC&D   

(207) 657-
3131 

threshold@gwi.net 67 Shaker 
Road, Suite #9 

Gray ME

4/1/08 9:00-
10:00 

Jerry Dygert Owner Champlain 
Valley 
Specialties 

518-834-
7140 

cvspec112@frontiernet.net 69 Thompson 
Road 

Keeseville NY

4/1/08 10-11:00 
AM 

Alexandra 
Wiley   .  

Agricultural 
Director 

Vermont 
Land Trust; 

802-352-
4452 or  
4648 

alex@vlt.org 3045 West 
Salisbury 
Road 

Salisbury VT

4/8/08 3:00PM Tom Kelly Chief 
Sustainability 
Officer at the 
University of 
New 
Hampshire 
and Director of 
the University 
Office of 
Sustainability 
(UOS). 

University of 
New 
Hampshire 

603-862-
2640 

Tom.Kelly@unh.edu 131 Main 
Street 107 
Nesmith Hall  

Durham,  NH

4/15/08 
10:00AM 

Kathryn 
Bamberger 
 
 
 
 

International 
Trade and 
Marketing 

New York 
Department 
of Agriculture 
& Markets 

518-457-
4383 
(Direct)518-
527-7078 
(Mobile) 

kathryn.bamberger@agmkt.state.ny.us 10B Airline 
Drive 

Albany, NY
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