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A Northern Forest Action Agenda: Ten Recommendations 

Putting the Strategy  
into Action
The Northern Forest Center, the North Country 
Council, members of the SEI Steering Committee and 
many other agencies, organizations and businesses 
are working to implement the recommendations 
of Economic Resurgence in the Northern Forest. In 
keeping with the guiding principles of the initiative, we 
are working together across boundaries and building 
on good work already in place at the local, state and 
sub-regional level.

More information about implementation of these 
recommendations is available from:  
www.nfsei.net

Joe Short, Program Director,  
Northern Forest Center 
jshort@northernforest.org; (603) 229-0679 ext 104

Jeff Hayes, Assistant Executive Director,  
North Country Council 
Jhayes@nccouncil.org; (603) 444-6303 ext 22 

“The local/state partnership in the 
Adirondacks benefits the state’s natural 
resources and tourism as much as it helps the 
local economy. We need that same kind of 
partnership between the federal government 
and the communities of Northern Forest.”

Brian Houseal, Executive Director 
Adirondack Council

Glossary of Federal Agency 
Acronyms
In order of appearance in the Federal Investment 
recommendations

USDA-RD	 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture– 
	 Rural Development 
DOC	 U.S. Dept. of Commerce 
DHHS	 U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services 
HUD	 U.S. Dept. of Housing &  
	 Urban Development 
DOL	 U.S. Dept. of Labor 
EPA	 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
SBA	 U.S. Small Business Administration 
Treasury	 U.S. Dept. of the Treasury 
DOT	 U.S. Dept. of Transportation 
USDA-FS	 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture-Forest Service 
USDA	 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
DOI 	 U.S. Dept. of the Interior
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Page 27: Field researchers measure canopy height on  
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(© Jerry & Marcy Monkman).
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dam on Aziscohos Lake, ME (© Jerry & Marcy Monkman).
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Page 30: Bigelow Preserve, ME (© Jerry & Marcy Monkman).
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Back cover collage: Freight train in Maine (© Dean Abramson); 
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traditional basket making in the Adirondacks (© Carl Heilman, II); 
welcome sign in Berlin, NH, and the Israel River in Lancaster, NH 
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“The Sustainable Economy Initiative empowers 
the citizens of Northern Forest communities in 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and New York 
to compete more effectively in the global 
economy while sustaining their quality of life in 
this vast natural environment.“

Stephen P. Barba,  
Executive Director of University Relations 

Plymouth State University

“The opportunity to participate in the SEI 
process put me in close touch with individuals 
and organizations throughout Maine and the  
Northern Forest who are deeply committed to 
common environmental, economic and social  
goals for the region. I now explain the work of 
Mahoosuc Land Trust as a part of a coordinated 
effort stretching across the rural areas of the  
entire Northeastern US.”

Steve Wight, President 
Mahoosuc Land Trust

“Addressing issues regionally through SEI 
inspired me to bring the same thinking to the 
Trust. I expanded our Master Logger Third Party 
certification program so it’s available in seven 
states in the Northeast. This was a direct result 
of meeting folks and realizing the need for 
efficiencies in new models if we are going to 
sustain them.”

Sandy Brawders, Executive Director 
Trust to Conserve Northeast Forestlands

“The SEI is the basis for a local project called 
‘Coos Goes South’ and is used as the 
framework for discussing the project with  
New Hampshire Legislators. The Coos Action 
Plan, the Coos Branding Project, the 
Telecommunication Project and other  
examples demonstrate that the people of  
Coos are resilient, as reflected in our ability  
to adapt, our commitment to evolve, and  
our desire to be ingenious.”

James E. Tibbetts, President/CEO 
First Colebrook Bank

“I find that I can bring the SEI learning and 
discussion into all my work. …I can inform 
that work by being an integral part of these 
larger, more strategic discussions on the future 
of the Northern Forest economy.”

Robin Zinchuk, Executive Director 
Bethel Area Chamber of Commerce

“Energy efficiency is a key part of SEI’s 
Renewable Energy recommendations, and one 
that CEI is seeking to incorporate in several 
affordable housing projects in Northern Forest 
communities in Maine.”

Keith Bisson, Project Developer 
Rural Resources & Policy  
Coastal Enterprises, Inc.



The Sustainable Economy Initiative was 
jointly managed by the North Country 
Council and the Northern Forest Center.

www.nfsei.net
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